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URA Members Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, March 05, 2024
Unionville Train Station

URA Directors:
Joéska Zérczi, Michael Gannon, Roland Hosein, Daniela Ghiculete, Peter Miasek, Stella Yu, Mary
Caporusso and Gene Genin

Elected Officials:
Reid McAlpine, Ward 3 Councillor

Guests:
Huyen Hare, Sr. Business Development Officer, City of Markham

Attendance: Approximately seventeen members and guests.
1. Call to Order & President’s Introduction (Joska Zérczi)

URA President, Joska Zérczi, called the meeting to order at 7:05pm. Jéska welcomed members,
officials, and guests.

2. Approval of January 2024 Members’ Meeting Minutes (Gene Genin)

The February 5, meeting minutes were distributed prior to the meeting. Members did not have
additions or changes. The meeting minutes stand approved as read.

3. Membership Matters (Donna Day)

No membership reports were presented.

4. Markham’s Economic Development and Culture Strategy (Huyen Hare, Senior Business
Development Officer, City of Markham)

“The City of Markham recognizes that economic development and culture are
interconnected and fundamental drivers of thriving cities.”

Quote from Markham’s 2023 to 2027 Economic Development and Culture Strategy.



The special guest, Ms. Hare, Senior Business Development Officer at the City, and member of the
project team that developed Markham’s 2023 to 2027 Economic Development and Culture Strategy
presented a summary of the report.

The 102-page report is available at this link:
Markham-Economic-Development-and-Culture-Strategy-2023-2027.pdf (markhambusiness.ca)

Members posed questions about the method used to formulate the recommendations, metrics, and
funding model. Here is sample of the questions and comments:

1. What specific tactics does Markham use to attract new business investment?

e Linking potential investors with provincial and federal grant programs.

e Participating in trade missions

e Building awareness of Markham’s amenities across global corporations.

2. How does business investment affect citizens’ quality of life?

e Markham'’s substantive business footprint contributes to the overall tax base. This helps
offset homeowners municipal tax burden.

3. Since home construction is the more lucrative how does the City incent developers to include retail
and parkland in their property mix?

e Inclusion of non-residential items, such as schools, parkland, and retail, in new development
is achieved through negotiation with developers.

4. Ofthe 121 actions recommended in the report, how many are funded?

e Fifty-two recommendations are fully funded, while twenty-seven are partially funded.

e Huyen will send us the full list and which ones are not funded, for possible advocacy by URA

5. What are some examples of Markham’s success in attracting new business?

e The new York University campus was in part a result of Markham’s business development
efforts.

6. How was the strategy in the document developed?

e Results from stakeholder surveys and focus group-based research extensively contributed
to strategy development. Consulting firms Deloitte and Nordicity also assisted with staff
augmentation, expertise and report writing.

7. Markham has a high concentration of knowledge-based businesses. During the pandemic, this staff
mix allowed many Markham-based businesses to continue functioning because of knowledge
workers’ ability to work from home. If this is the case, then why are issues like bad broadband
service in parts of Markham not part of the economic development strategy?

e Problems with local utility services are not part of the business development team’s scope.

5. Councillor Update (Reid McAlpine)

Councillor Reid McAlpine provided updates on the following topics:


https://markhambusiness.ca/files/Markham-Economic-Development-and-Culture-Strategy-2023-2027.pdf

Comprehensive Zoning By-law Update
e Markham’s Comprehensive Zoning By-law 2024-19 was enacted effective January 31, 2024.
This is the culmination of an effort, started in 2016, to simplify and align forty-six different
area zoning by-laws with the City’s Official Plan.
e One noted outcome of the updated zoning by-law is that “monster homes” will be slightly
smaller.

Budget

e Since there were no amendments tabled, the 2024 budget as proposed by the mayor, was
adopted without the need for a vote in council. Under the new “strong mayor” provisions,
eight Councillors would have to vote together on an amendment to overcome the mayor’s
enhanced veto power. Under the new budget, the City’s portion of the property tax bill will
go up by three percent.

e An ongoing concern with the “strong mayor” budgeting process is the lack of visibility into
items that were considered but not funded or underfunded.

Carlton Road Traffic Calming
e Feedback from a public meeting and listing on yourvoicemarkham.ca regarding traffic
calming options for the stretch of Carlton Road, between Kennedy and McCowan,
compelled City staff to explore other options along with better messaging of those options.

Scardred Development for 4038 and 4052 Highway 7 East (Canada Computer/White Rose Property)
e The developer is looking to change the 2018 plan for the north block from twenty detached
homes to forty-nine townhomes consisting of nine building blocks. A public meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, March 19. No change to south block (450 condo units).

Vision Zero Traveler Plan — The elimination of all traffic fatalities and severe injuries
e s an approach to road safety originated in Sweden in the 1990s. This approach has been
adopted in various forms around the world and now gaining momentum in major North
American cities.
e Currently York Region is conducting public consultation on ways to implement the approach
on regional roads. Because of the shared responsibility for roads between the Region and
municipalities it is likely that Markham will be compelled to adopt the plan as well.

Hilton Hotel redevelopment and Markham Centre Secondary Plan
Staff are still working on setting up a presentation to Unionville Subcommittee on this
development, the surrounding context and the status of the Markham Centre Secondary Plan,
per DSC request of December 12, 2023.

6. Committee Reports & Focus Topics

No committee reports were presented.



7. New Business

No new business items were presented.



8. Meeting Adjournment

President, Jéska Zérczi adjourned the meeting at 9:00pm.



