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Unionville Historic District — Free Guided Walk

Find out more about Unionville's unique history, past, and future. Join Jane’s Walk on Saturday
May 4" from 10:30AM to Noon. Meet at the Varley Art Gallery (Main Street Unionville and
Carlton Road). During our walk, we will have designs at hand to give an idea of how the upcoming
revitalization of Main Street Unionville will look. The walk is led by George Duncan and URA
President Joska Zérczi. To learn more about this event and Jane’s Walk, click here.

Markville Secondary Plan Development

Representatives of 8 local community groups, including URA, met with city staff on April 9 to
discuss the in-progress Markville Secondary Plan. Staff provided a good summary of the process,
key requirements and next steps. Of particular interest to URA is how phasing of development to
align with provision of physical and social infrastructure is to be accomplished. The mechanism
proposed by staff is to prepare an area-wide zoning bylaw, with Holds on certain properties until
identified infrastructure is in place.

A Community Information Meeting is planned for late May, where the emerging development
concept will be presented. This will be followed by transportation studies. URA will continue to
be deeply involved in this project.

York University Impact

At our last meeting on April 15th URA members got a better understanding of the positive and
not-so positive impacts the campus will have on the Unionville community. A panel discussion
with representatives from York University, City Council, City planning, and Markham Centre
developers provided their insights and fielded a wide range of questions from the audience.

The opening of York University's Markham Campus (YUMC) in September 2024 marks a
significant milestone for the Unionville community. With attendance projected to grow from 500
to 4,200 students over the next few years, the campus undoubtedly brings both positive and
challenging impacts to the area.

On the positive side, the presence of a top-tier university like York in Markham reflects well on
the city's amenities, and underscores its growing reputation as a hub for education and innovation.
Additionally, the convenience offered to local attendees and the economic benefits associated with
a population of students and faculty cannot be overlooked.

However, alongside these benefits come growth-related issues. Student housing at opening, as well
as traffic congestion, are causes for concern, exacerbating existing challenges within the
community.

Regarding student accommodation, while York University plans to build a 500-bed residence in
2029-2030, the current lack of onsite housing for all first-year students poses a challenge. The


https://www.markham.ca/wps/portal/home/neighbourhood-services/walking-and-cycling/news-and-events/01-JanesWalk+_2023/02-JanesWalk2023

proposed solution of housing first-year students at the Keele campus and transferring them by bus
raises logistical concerns and may inadvertently contribute to the growth of illegal rooming houses
as students seek proximity to campus.

The addition of more traffic to an already congested part of Markham raises concerns about travel
time and parking availability. Despite the proposed allocation of 500 fee parking spots at a nearby
lot, there is a high probability that drivers will seek out free parking at neighboring facilities,
further exacerbating congestion.

To address these challenges, all stakeholders, including URA, must work collaboratively to
develop comprehensive plans that prioritize sustainable growth and mitigate negative impacts on
the community. This may involve exploring alternative transportation options, such as expanded
public transit services or incentives for carpooling, as well as implementing measures to ensure
affordable, safe and accessible housing options for students.

By proactively addressing these issues, York University's Markham Campus has the potential to
not only enhance educational opportunities but also contribute positively to the overall well-being
and prosperity of the Unionville community.

Unionville Festival

This year’s festival takes place on Saturday June 1% and Sunday June 2", the URA will be taking
part in the parade and running our usual booth. For more details of the festival please visit
Unionville Festival.



https://unionville.ca/unionville-festival/

