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URA Members Meeting Minutes
Monday, April 15, 2024
Markham Centennial Centre

URA Directors:
Joéska Zérczi, Donna Day, Michael Gannon, Roland Hosein, Daniela Ghiculete, Peter Miasek, Mary
Caporusso, Sandra Tam, and Gene Genin

Elected Officials:
Reid McAlpine, Ward 3 Councillor

Guests:

Don Hamilton — Former Ward 3 Councillor and Deputy Mayor (2006 — 2018); Dan Palermo — York
University, Deputy Provost, Markham Campus; Jack Winberg — CEO, Rockport Group; Randy
Peddigrew, SVP Land Development, Remington Group; Giulio Cescato — Director of Planning and Urban
Design, City of Markham

Attendance: Approximately fifty members and guests.

1. Call to Order & President’s Introduction (Joska Zérczi)

URA President, Joska Zérczi, called the meeting to order at 7:05pm. Jéska welcomed members,
officials, and guests.

2. Approval of March 2024 Members’ Meeting Minutes (Gene Genin)

Approval of March meeting minutes deferred.

3. Membership Matters (Donna Day)

The agenda item was deferred.

4. Community Impact of York University’s Markham Campus (Panel Discussion)

Don Hamilton moderated a panel discussion focusing on crucial issues surrounding York University’s
Markham Campus (YUMC), bringing together representatives from various sectors including the

university itself, city planning, developers, and students. The topics covered ranged from academic
programs and enrollment plans to housing, transportation, community engagement, and safety.



One of the key highlights was the unanimous agreement among panel members regarding the
significance of having a top-tier university like York University in Markham. The campus not only
enhances the city's reputation but also offers convenience to local attendees and economic benefits
through the influx of students, faculty, and support staff.

With the campus set to open in September 2024 and projected attendance growth from 500 to 4,200
students over ten years, there are several challenges to address. Firstly, student housing plans need
attention, particularly with the delay in constructing a 500-bed residence until 2029-30. In the interim,
first-year students will be accommodated at the Keele campus, necessitating shuttle services between
campuses. This arrangement raises concerns about inconvenience and potential growth in illegal
rooming houses closer to the campus.

The issue of student housing intersects with city regulations, as rooming houses with three or more
renters are currently illegal in Markham. The dilemma facing Markham officials is whether to legalize
such arrangements or risk unregulated proliferation, as seen in other university towns. A staff report
scheduled for review in fall 2024 will likely shed light on potential solutions.

Transportation and parking also emerged as significant concerns, with the prospect of increased traffic
exacerbating existing congestion issues. While five hundred paid-for parking spots are planned for
campus use, there's a likelihood of spillover parking to neighboring facilities that currently offer free
parking, further straining resources.

Lastly, the question of community access to campus amenities like libraries and meeting rooms went
unanswered. While some advocated for broader access, university representatives expressed
reservations, citing potential compromises to safety protocols.

In essence, the panel discussion highlighted the multifaceted challenges and opportunities associated
with the development of YUMC, underscoring the need for collaborative solutions among

stakeholders.

5. Councillor Update (Reid McAlpine)

The agenda item was deferred.

6. Committee Reports & Focus Topics

The agenda item was deferred.

7. New Business

The agenda item was deferred.

8. Meeting Adjournment




President, Joska Zérczi adjourned the meeting at 8:50pm.



