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Unionville Residents Association

www.unionvilleresidents.com

URA Members Meeting Minutes
Monday, October 07, 2024
Old Unionville Train Station

URA Directors:
Jéska Zérczi, Michael Gannon, Roland Hosein, Daniela Ghiculete, Peter Miasek, Stella Yu, and Gene
Genin

Elected Officials:
Reid McAlpine, Councillor Ward 3

Guests:

Scheduled speaker, Jean-Louis Gaudet, Field Ambassador for the Unionville Main Street Restoration
project, was unable to attend.

Attendance: Approximately twenty members and guests.

1. Call to Order & President’s Introduction (Joska Zérczi)

URA President, Joska Zérczi, called the meeting to order at 7:05pm. Jéska welcomed members,
officials, and guests.

2. Approval of June 2024 Members’ Meeting Minutes (Gene Genin)

Approval of June meeting minutes deferred.

3. Membership Matters (Donna Day)

The agenda item was deferred.

4. Unionville Main Street Revitalization (Jéska Zérczi)

The restoration of Main Street Unionville is essential for several key reasons. First, the relining of
watermains and storm sewers is critical to ensuring long-term reliability of essential infrastructure by
preventing leaks, blockages, and structural failures. This will protect the integrity of water and sewer
services for the community. Second, the use of interlocking brick pavers and preservation of the area’s

heritage character are vital to maintaining the historic charm that makes Main Street Unionville
unique, while enhancing its visual appeal.



On behalf of scheduled speaker, Jean-Louis Gaudet, URA president, Joska presented the following
updates on the Main Street Restoration project:

Alternate sides of East Lane (Lane Way) will be under construction until the end of December
2024.

Traffic on East Lane will likely be restricted to one-way for the duration.

During this time, Main Street will have short-term lane restrictions to accommodate water
main construction.

In the spring of 2025, the restoration of Main Street will start and continue for the balance of
the year.

Risks affecting schedules and costs of this type of restoration are harsh weather and
unforeseen ground composition issues.

Additional information and updates on the restoration work can be found at:
https://yourvoicemarkham.ca/mainstreetunionvillestreetscape

5. Councillor Update (Reid McAlpine)

Councillor Reid McAlpine provided the following updates:

Kingdom, the developer of Highmount Condominiums, is looking to reapply for additional
density at the Sheridan Nursery site next to Whole Foods. The additional density does not
meet the secondary plan but by rejecting the application the City risks a worse outcome if
appealed to the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT).

The traffic plan for Markham Centre was released by staff. At an 80,000 resident level the
traffic study forecasts massive gridlock in the area. The time to reach 80,000 residents was not
available.

Cadillac Fairview’s application for five, 30 to 45-story condominiums around Markville Mall
somewhat aligns with the current secondary plan. A traffic study is being considered keeping in
mind that the province has designated the area for intensification. In addition to traffic,
another outstanding issue is finding suitable locations, in such a densely populated area, to
build schools.

For the Buttonville airport site, Cadillac Fairview is planning to build industrial and warehouse
space.

At the Shoppes of Unionville site, located on Highway 7 just west of the GO train tracks, the
owner has applied for two, 30-story condominiums.

The Watford-led development plans for the west side of Main Street Unionville are progressing
slowly. The initial plan to build condominiums has been changed to construction of luxury
rental apartments.

A film studio planned for the 14™ Avenue and Kennedy Road area and another studio planned
for the 19t™ Avenue and Woodbine Avenue area have been deferred indefinitely.

The developer for six, 40 to 55-story condominiums surrounding the Hilton Markham Suites
has applied for an increase in density based on exceptions that the City has approved
elsewhere.



e Since York Region no longer has a planning role the portion affecting Markham has been
transferred to the City.

6. Committee Reports & Focus Topics

The agenda item was deferred.

7. New Business

The agenda item was deferred.

8. Meeting Adjournment

President, Joska Zérczi adjourned the meeting at 8:40pm.



