
School Planning Process and 
Active School Travel 

URA 
November 4th, 2024



YRDSB staff

• Reena Mistry Senior Planner, Active School 
Travel Coordinator

• Dawn Adams Senior Manager, Planning and 
Property Development Services



Requested Topics to Review 

• Enrolment, Capacity and Portables
• Capital Priority Process
• Planned new Markham Schools
• Holding Schools
• Future of Urban Schools
• Markville Secondary School Access



Enrolment and Capacity

Ward School Name
School 
Type

Capacity Portables
Capacity 

(incl. 
Portables)

Oct 31/24 
Enrolment

Utilization
Utilization 

(incl. 
Portables)

3 Central Park PS Elem 490 6 628 610 124% 97%
3 Parkview PS Elem 448 6 586 570 127% 97%
3 Unionville Meadows PS Elem 670 6 808 769 115% 95%
3 Unionville PS Elem 333 6 471 354 106% 75%
3 William Berczy PS Elem 567 4 659 565 100% 86%
3 Bill Crothers SS Sec 1396 1396 1581 113% 113%
3 Markville SS Sec 1164 11 1417 1579 136% 111%
4 Edward T. Crowle PS Elem 292 2 338 264 90% 78%
4 Franklin Street PS Elem 534 534 484 91% 91%
4 Fred Varley PS Elem 650 6 788 662 102% 84%
4 James Robinson PS Elem 312 6 450 432 138% 96%
4 Ramer Wood PS Elem 281 5 396 351 125% 89%
4 Reesor Park PS Elem 429 4 521 444 103% 85%
4 Roy H. Crosby PS Elem 211 5 326 236 112% 72%
4 William Armstrong PS Elem 292 292 222 76% 76%
4 Wismer PS Elem 612 4 704 684 112% 97%
4 Bur Oak SS Sec 1393 8 1577 1868 134% 118%
4 Markham District HS Sec 1305 4 1397 1424 109% 102%



Capital Priority Process 
• School Boards apply through the Capital 

Priorities Funding Program which is typically 
announced annually 

• Boards make a business case submission for 
each project which is reviewed by the Ministry

• YRDSB submitted 7 projects for the 2024-2025  
- expecting funding announcement in spring 

• In 2023-2024, YRDSB submitted 7 projects and 
received funding for 3 new schools



Funded Schools:
• Unnamed Angus Glen ES (2028)
• Unnamed Markham Centre ES (TBD)

2024/25 Capital Priority Requests
• Unnamed Village Parkway ES (637)
• Unnamed Cornell South #5 ES (637)
• Markville SS addition (18 classrooms +414)
• Unnamed Berczy Glen SS (1301)

Planned New Markham Schools 



Future School Sites:
• Markville Secondary Plan – 2 elementary sites 

shown in preliminary land use plan
– 1 located east of McCowan Rd
– 1 located west of McCowan Rd (mall lands)

• Urban Markham Centre SS – need identified 
to City of Markham

Future Markham School Sites 



Holding Schools

NotesPortablesSchool TypeSchool Name

Long term projections indicate decline starting in 20256ElemCentral Park PS
Holding for Unnamed Markham Centre ES6ElemParkview PS

Long term projections indicate decline starting in 20256ElemUnionville Meadows PS

Long term projections indicate decline starting in 20266ElemUnionville PS
Gifted Program, decline in regular boundary 20264ElemWilliam Berczy PS
Growth within boundary/Markville Seconday Plan11SecMarkville SS

2ElemEdward T. Crowle PS
PDT FI / Sam Chapman PS - decline in regular boundary 
20266ElemFred Varley PS
Holding for Unnamed Markham Centre ES6ElemJames Robinson PS

Long term projections indicate decline starting in 20265ElemRamer Wood PS
PDT FI / Franklin Street PS4ElemReesor Park PS
Gifted Program5ElemRoy H. Crosby PS

Long term projections indicate decline starting in 20264ElemWismer PS
Holding for Robinson Glen Block8SecBur Oak SS
Holding for Markville SS4SecMarkham District HS



Steps towards a New School 



Urban Schools 
• Transit Oriented Communities (TOC) – high density

• Yonge North Subway Extension (YNSE)
• Langstaff  (YNSE) – 3 school sites – to date two schools identified (MZO)
• Richmond Hill City Centre – 4 school sites – to date one school site 

identified (MZO) 

• Ministry of Infrastructure Ontario has already 
determined these new TOC schools must be integrated 
in residential podium towers 

• Podium Schools for example pose several construction 
and operational challenges 

• Timing of Development (Developer timeline vs School Board)
• Ministry Funding Formula
• Outdoor play space (still require hard surface play and field) most likely 

need to be shared with municipal park
• Pedestrian access to school / separate from Condominium
• Car access to school (buses, parent drop off) / shared with Condominium



Markville Secondary School Access  

• The school went through 
site plan back in 2019 to 
reconfigure the parking lot 
to help make drop-off and 
pick-up more efficient 

• Over $1.9 M project
• Region and City only 

supported one entrance 



Active School Travel Levels at the 
Board

Level I: Baseline
Awareness, Education, 
Encouragement

Level II: School Travel Planning
Assessment, and 5 E’s (Engineering, 
Encouragement, Education, Evaluation 
and Enforcement)

Level III:  Active School Travel 
Programs and Pilots

Requires municipal and community 
partnerships and funding



• Secondary School Program
– Markville SS

– Milliken Mills HS 

• Markham Active School Travel Program 
– Education, encouragement, engineering, enforcement, evaluation

– 4 Markham Schools participating this year

– 7 participated previously (2019-2021)

• Safety Campaign Program 

• School Council Committees 
– Reesor Park PS 

– Fred Varley PS 

• Collaborate with municipal partners

Active Programs Markham  









Questions


