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www.unionvilleresidents.com 

URA Members Meeting Minutes 
Monday, November 04, 2024 

Old Unionville Train Station 
 

URA Directors: 
Jóska Zérczi, Michael Gannon, Donna Day, Roland Hosein, Daniela Ghiculete, Mary Caporusso, Peter 
Miasek, Stella Yu, and Gene Genin 
 
Guests:  
Dawn Adams, Senior Manager – Property Development and Planning Services and Reena Mistry Senior 
Planner Active School Travel at the York Region District School Board (YRDSB) 
 
Attendance: Approximately twenty members and guests.  
 
1. Call to Order & President’s Introduction (Jóska Zérczi) 
 
URA President, Jóska Zérczi, called the meeting to order at 7:05pm. Jóska welcomed members and 
guests.  
 
2. School Capacity Planning in Markham (Dawn Adams, Senior Manager Property Development and 
Planning Services and Reena Mistry, Senior Planner Active School Travel for YRDSB) 
 
Dawn Adams oversees the Property Development and Planning Services department for the York 
Region District School Board. Markham schools fall within this district. The department is responsible 
for the accommodation, facility, and land use planning functions for the Board. The department’s role 
is to identify student accommodation requirements in a timely and effective way and to respond to 
student capacity needs. 
 
Key takeaways from Dawn’s and Reena’s presentation on school capacity planning and management: 
 

• A Ministry of Education (MOE) policy is that 100% of a new school’s population needs to be in 
place before the MOE will consider funding a new school.  

• The implementation of this policy requires surrounding schools to accommodate the student 
population designated for the new school. Effective capacity management strategies may 
include adding portable classrooms, revising school catchment boundaries, and imposing 
restrictions on student transfers. These measures aim to balance enrollment numbers while 
ensuring that existing facilities can meet the educational needs of all students. 
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• New school construction funding requires the submission of a business case to the MOE. For 
the 2023-24 planning year three of the seven business cases submitted were approved. The 
approvals include elementary schools for the Angus Glen and Markham Centre areas and an 
expansion of Markville Secondary.  

• In addition to capacity management issues, the key emerging challenge is the sourcing of 
school property in densely populated areas like Markham Centre and the area surrounding 
Markville mall where 4,300 condominium units are planned.  

• In high-density urban areas, schools will be increasingly integrated into the lower levels of 
condominium buildings. This co-location presents unique challenges, particularly in ensuring 
secure access to play areas, pedestrian walkways, and car drop-off points while maintaining 
overall property security. To address these challenges effectively, school boards must 
collaborate closely with property developers to create innovative solutions. Such partnerships 
could involve shared design and planning processes that prioritize safe, accessible, and 
multifunctional spaces, while leveraging modern security technologies to ensure the safety of 
both students and residents.  

  
3. Councillor Update (Reid McAlpine) 
 
The agenda item was deferred. 
 
4. Committee Reports & Focus Topics 
 
The agenda item was deferred. 
 
5. New Business 
 
The agenda item was deferred. 
 
6. Meeting Adjournment 
 
President, Jóska Zérczi adjourned the meeting at 8:55pm. 


