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Unionville Residents Association

TOGETHER OUR VOICE IS STRONGER
http://unionvilleresidents.ca

Didem Proulx

Assistant Deputy Minister

Capital and Business Supports
Ministry of Education

315 Front Street West,

14th Floor

Toronto, Ontario

M7A 0B8

Via email: Didem.proulx@ontario.ca

December 4, 2024

Capital Funding for Public Schools in Markham Badly Needed
C:/URA-SchoolFunding2024-12

Dear Ms. Proulx:

There is wide-spread concern among citizens of Markham about inadequate funding for new schools
and school additions. York Region District School Board (YRDSB) staff recently presented alarming
statistics to our association, focussing on public schools (i.e. non-Catholic) in Markham Wards 3 and 4.
In total, 12 of the 14 public elementary schools (85%) in those two wards use portables to house
overflow or holding students while they wait for new schools. Parents view portables as undesirable, as
they add extra stress on the common parts of the school, like washrooms, gyms, libraries and cafeterias.
Some are concerned about air quality and sanitary conditions especially during winter terms.

The situation with the 4 secondary schools in those two wards (Bill Crothers, Markville, Bur Oak,
Markham District) is among the worst. Even with portables at three of these schools, all 4 have an
utilization factor exceeding 100%, e.g. Markuville SS is at 136% without portables and 111% with 11
portables. Enroliment at 3 secondary schools in Markham (Unionville, Markville and Bayview) is capped,
meaning that a new student moving into the neighbourhood immediately proximate to those schools
will not be able to attend them. This situation is unacceptable.




YRDSB staff has indicated that the Board has applied for funding from the Provincial Capital Priority
process for seven projects for 2024-2025. The most important of these are

e Markville Secondary School addition (18 classrooms)

e Unnamed Berczy Glen secondary school

e Unnamed Village Parkway elementary school

e Unnamed Cornell South #5 elementary school

All these projects are very important. The Markville SS addition is badly needed to enroll current
Markville residents, and to satisfy potential large-scale growth arising from redevelopment of a nearby
shopping mall. The Village Parkway ES will serve the rapidly growing Markham Centre community —
slated to be Markham’s downtown with population over 100,000. And the Berczy Glen SS is needed to
satisfy demand from rapid growth in Markham Future Urban Area — slated for more than 50,000 people.
We understand that the Board has applied for funding for Berczy Glen SS for several years, but no
funding has been received.

The Unionville Residents Association strongly urges the Ontario government to providing capital funding
for these schools in the upcoming 2024-2025 cycle. We also demand that our elected representatives at
all levels of government strongly advocate for this funding.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Yours truly.

Peter Measel
Peter Miasek
Director, Unionville Residents Association

cc. Billy Pang MPP (billy.pang@pc.ola.org)



